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Purpose Of The Presentation 
The presentation aims to give a clear 
picture on Activities of Organized Crime 
Network in the Gulf of Guinea and 
Maritime safety





• T h e G u l f o f G u i n e a , s i t u a t e d o n t h e We s t
A f r i c a n c o a s t , s t a n d s a t t h e c r o s s r o a d s o f
m u l t i p l e c o n t i n e n t s , c r e a t i n g a g e o g r a p h i c a l
a n d g e o p o l i t i c a l n e x u s o f p a r a m o u n t
i m p o r t a n c e . T h i s r e g i o n e n c o m p a s s e s n u m e r o u s
c o a s t a l c o u n t r i e s , i n c l u d i n g N i g e r i a , G h a n a ,
I v o r y C o a s t , C a m e r o o n , a n d G a b o n , m a k i n g i t a
r e g i o n o f g r e a t s t r a t e g i c v a l u e .

T h e r e a r e t w o ke y s i g n i f i c a n t p o i n t s t o c o n s i d e r
w h e n d e a l i n g w i t h M a r i t i m e S e c u r i t y i n t h e G u l f
o f G u i n e a -

• G e o g r a p h i c a l S i g n i f i c a n c e

• G e o p o l i t i c a l S i g n i f i c a n c e



• Strategic Location

• Rich Natural Resources

• Biodiversity



• Global Energy Production

• Maritime Trade

• Regional Dynamics

• Security Concerns



ORGANIZED CRIMINAL NETWORK



MAP SHOWING AREA OF MARITIME 
ENVIRONMENT IN GULF OF 

GUINEA



PICTURES OF RESOURCES IN GULF OF 
GUINEA MARITIME ENVIRONMENT



1. CRUDE OILTHEFT

2. ILLEGAL OILBUNKERING/PIPELINEVANDALISM

3. PIRACY AND SEAROBBERY

4. PROLIFERATIONOFSMALL ARMS AND LIGHTWEAPONS

5. CYBER THREATS DUE TO ATTACK ONSHIPS’NETWORKS,

COMMUNICATION ANDNAVIGATION SYSTEMS.

6. ILLEGAL UNREGULATED ANDUNREPORTEDFISHING

7. SMUGGLING

8. DRUGTRAFFICKING

9. HUMAN TRAFFICKING

THREAT TO MARITIME 
SECURITY IN GULF OF GUINEA



• Human t ra f f i c k ing i s a grave v io la t i on
o f human r igh ts and invo lves the
rec ru i tment , t ranspor ta t i on , t rans fe r,
ha rbour ing , o r rece ip t o f i nd i v idua l s by
means o f th rea t , use o f fo rce , o r o ther
fo rms o f coerc ion fo r the purpose o f
exp lo i t a t i on . In the Gu l f o f Gu inea ,
human t ra f f i ck ing takes on va r ious
fo rms:

• Forced Labour
• Sex Traff ick ing
• Chi ld Traff ick ing
• Methods, Routes , and Vict ims



• Drug t ra f f i c k ing in the Gu l f o f Gu inea re fe r s to
the i l l ega l t rade o f narco t i c s , i nc lud ing
coca ine , hero in , and cannab i s , wh i ch has
s ign i f i can t consequences fo r reg iona l s tab i l i ty.
I t l eads to :

• Destabi l i zat ion: The drug t rade fue l s
v io lence and cor rup t ion , undermin ing po l i t i ca l
s tab i l i ty.

• Socia l Impl icat ions : Drug add i c t i on and
drug- re la ted v io lence have severe soc ia l
repercuss ions in the reg ion .



Arms trafficking involves the illegal trade of 
firearms, ammunition, and weapons. In the Gulf 
of Guinea, it has a direct impact on conflict and 
violence, leading to:
Regional Instability
Proliferation of Armed Groups

•Illicit arms often originate from poorly secured state stockpiles,
arms smuggling, or arms diversion.
•Routes include both land and maritime pathways, with arms
frequently coming from countries with unstable security situations.



Complex Coast l ine  and Geography:
• The Gu l f o f Gu inea i s charac te r i zed by a

comp lex coas t l i ne w i th numerous c reeks ,
r i ve rs , and i s l ands . Th i s in t r i ca te geography
prov ides numerous h id ing p laces fo r p i ra tes ,
mak ing i t cha l l eng ing fo r l aw enfo rcement to
mon i to r and in te rcep t p i ra te ac t i v i t i e s
e f fec t i ve l y.

• Add i t i ona l l y, the reg ion ' s p rox im i ty to mu l t i p l e
count r i es and porous borders c rea te
oppor tun i t i e s fo r c r im ina l s to evade captu re .
The many coas ta l s ta tes make i t cha l l eng ing
to coord ina te secur i ty e f fo r t s ac ross borders
e f fec t i ve l y.



• EFFORTS TO CURB PIRACY AND OTHER 
MARITIME CRIMES IN THE GULF OF 

GUINEA

• UNITED NATION CONVENTION ON LAW OF THE SEA (UNCLOS) 
• YAONDE CODE OF CONDUCT 
• NATIONAL LEGISLATIONS 
• MAJORS PUT IN PLACE BY INTERPOL/ UNITED NATION AND WEST 

AFRICAN  REGION TO ADDRESS MARITIME CRIME 

SOP ON ARREST DETENTION AND PROSECUTION OF VESSELS AND 
PERSONS IN NIGERIAN MARITIME ENVIRONMENT

• Foster better liaison among MLEA

• Spells out the function of each MLEA on
regulations, arrest, detention, prosecution of
vessels and suspects and testing of samples
from arrested vessels.

• Guides MLEA on their responsibilities in a joint
setting

• Outlines procedures to check undue litigation
against MLEA arising from the discharge of their
duties



–SUPPERESSION OF PIRACY AND OTHER 
MARITIME OFFENCES ACT 2019

THE SPOMA ACT 2019 IS AN ACT OF
THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY AND LEGAL
DOCUMENT FOR PROSECUTION AND
PUNISHMENT OF MARITIME
OFFENDERS. IT WAS SIGNED INTO
LAW ON 24 JUNE 2019. THE ACT
SEEKS TO GUIDE PROSECUTION OF
MARITIME CRIMES IN NIGERIAN
MARITIME DOMAIN



DEEP BLUE PROJECT

SEA LAND AND AIR  ASSETS

• C4I ASSETS

• UAVS

• HELOS

• SURVEILANCE MISSION AIRCRAFTS

• INTERCEPTOR PATROL BOATS

• SPECIAL MISSION VESSELS

• FORENSIC EQUIPMENTS

• 10 AMOURED VEHICLES

• NN, NA, NAF, NPF AND DSS PERSONNEL

• SPECIAL FORCE UNIT FOR INTERDICTION



INTERPOL/ UNITED NATION / REGIONAL INITIATIVES
INTERPOL, the International Criminal Police Organization, plays a significant
role in combating organised crime in the Gulf of Guinea. It provides a platform
for member countries to share intelligence, coordinate law enforcement efforts,
and conduct joint operations.
➢ INTERPOL's operations in the region include initiatives to combat drug

trafficking, human trafficking, and arms smuggling. Its databases and tools
facilitate the tracking and apprehension of criminals operating across
borders.

The United Nations (UN) is actively engaged in addressing the challenges
posed by organised crime networks in the Gulf of Guinea. The UN Office on
Drugs and Crime (UNODC) is at the forefront of these efforts.
➢ UNODC assists Gulf of Guinea countries in strengthening their legal

frameworks, enhancing law enforcement capacity, and promoting regional
and international cooperation. The United Nations also works to raise
awareness and mobilize resources for counter-crime initiatives in the region.



Regional organizations, such as the Economic Community of West African 
States (ECOWAS) and the Economic Community of Central African States 
(ECCAS), have developed initiatives and strategies to combat organised 
crime in the Gulf of Guinea.
➢These regional bodies collaborate on issues ranging from maritime 

security to transnational crime prevention. Regional agreements and 
mechanisms, like the Yaoundé Code of Conduct, aim to enhance 
coordination among Gulf of Guinea countries.

INTERPOL/ UNITED NATION / REGIONAL  
INITIATIVES CONT’D…..



INTER AGENCY COOPERATION AND CONSULTATION WITH 
TRADITIONAL RULERS AND OTHER MARITIME STAKEHOLDERS



CAPACITY 
BUILDING 
PROGRAMMES



EQUIPMENT DONATIONS BY 
INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS TO LEAs



LIAISON 
BETWEEN THE 
NIGERIAN 
GOVERNMENT  
AND 
INTERPOL



MOU
BETWEEN
INTERPOL,
NCB ABUJA,

NIGERIAN
NAVY AND
OTHERS LEAs
FOR THE
CONNECTION
OF INTERPOL
i24/7

SOURCE: NHQ Ops Room



• INVESTIGATION CYCLE 
FOR MARITIME RELATED 

CASES IN NIGERIA

First 
Responders

•Nigerian 
Navy 
(Most 
maritime 
Cases)

•Marine 
Police

•NDLEA

•NCS

Investigation 
Stage

•NPF

•Nigerian 
Navy

•NDLEA

•EFCC

•NSCDC

•NIS

•Fed Dept
of 
Fisheries

•NCS

•NIMASA

Prosecution Stage 

•Ministry 
of Justice 
(DPP)

•NPF

•EFCC

•NDLEA

•Nigerian 
Navy

•National 
Oil Spill 
Detectio
n and 
Respons
e Agency

•NIWA



• ARREST, INVESTIGATION AND PROSECUTION OF 
13 SUSPECTS FOR HIJACK OF  HAILUFENG 11.

CASE STUDY OF MARITIME CRIMES 
WITHIN THE GULF OF GUINEA



DISCOVERY OF 32.9KG OF COCAINE 
ONBOARD MV CHAYANEE NAREE ON 

13 OCTOBER 2021



• RESPONSE CAPACITY OF LAW ENFORCEMENT 
AGENCIES IN GULF OF GUINEA

THE REGIONAL NAVAL FORCES RESPONSE
THE REGIONAL MARINE/GENDER POLICE RESPONSE

An appropriate response capacity is expedient to adequately tackle piracy

and sea robbery, resource theft and other emerging threats to peaceful use

of the maritime domain.



OVERVIEW OF IMB PIRACY REPORT 2022 
FOR THE GULF OF GUINEA  

FIRST QUARTER 2022

SOURCE: IMB REPORT FOR THIRD QUARTER 2022



• CHALLENGES AND 
WAY FORWARD

• THE INABILITY OF THE REGIONAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES TO

SHARE CRIMINAL INFORMATION WITH INTERPOL/ OTHER

INTERNATIONAL DATABASE

• RECENT OBSERVATIONS HAVE REVEALED A MIGRATORY TREND, AS MANY

PIRACY/KIDNAPPINGS ARE NOW BEING PERPETRATED IN THE GULF OF

GUINEA

• IT IS THEREFORE NECESSARY TO SUSTAIN REGIONAL OPERATIONAL

ACTIVITIES IN SUPPORT OF ANTI-PIRACY EFFORT TO REGIONAL WATER

WAYS.

• MORE SHIPS AND LOGISTICS ARE REQUIRED FOR EXTENSION OF THESE

PATROLS.

• ADEQUATE FUNDING TO MARITIME LAW ENFORCEMENT STAKEHOLDERS

• LACK OF EFFECTIVE MARITIME LEGISLATION BY SOME COUNTRIES

WITHIN THE GULF OF GUINEA



WAY FORWARD

• ENHANCED COOPERATION AMONG RELEVANT LEAs AT NATIONAL LEVEL

• REGIONAL COOPERATION

• STRONG ANTI-PIRACY LEGISLATION

• INFORMATION SHARING

• SPECIAL TRIBUNAL FOR SPEEDY PROSECUTION OF MARITIME CRIMES

• CAPACITY BUILDING/TRAININGS FOR MARITIME LEAs FROM FIRST 

RESPONDERS TO THE PROSECUTORS

• ESTABLISHMENT OF JOINT MARITIME CRIME INVESTIGATION TEAM

• MAINTAIN PROPER CHAIN OF CUSTODY

• INVOLVING THE PROSECUTORS IN THE INVESTIGATION PROCESS

• THE NEED FOR THE INVESTIOGATIOPN TO TRACE ASSETS ACQUIRED BY 

THE ORGANIZED CRIMINAL NETWORK FOR POSSIBLE FORFEITURE 



• In conclusion, the Gulf of Guinea stands at a critical
crossroads. The region's potential for economic growth and
development is immense, but it is threatened by the rise of
organised crime networks. Efforts to combat this issue should
not only focus on suppressing criminal activities but also on
addressing the root causes, fostering stability, and enhancing
regional and international collaboration. The safety and
security of the Gulf of Guinea are not only a regional concern
but a global imperative, and concerted efforts are needed to
ensure a brighter and more secure future for this vital region.

• CONCLUSION




